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Ms, Courtney R Avery, Administrator

lliinois Health Facilities and Services Review Beard
» 525 West Jefferson, 2nd Floor

Springfield, Il 62761

RE: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy illinois
e

Dear Ms. Avery:

For 22 years I served Western lliinis in the iHlinols Senate. | served those 22 years on the Public Health
Committee. Presently | am a member of the {llini Community Hospital Board, having served on this
board since 2006.

There is a nead for better communlication and cooperation!

| reluctantly write this letter in opposition to the proposed QMG Surgicai Center. | feel quite strongly
that before starting a new facility that every effort should be made to make the present ASCT work to
everyone's satisfaction.

In 2000 QMG was granted permission to build an ASCT, Blessing did not object. When in 2006, QMG
needed "help”, Blessing purchased the ASCT, agreeing to hire all QMG staff and agreeing to have QMG
manage the facility. If there are issues with expanded hours, anesthesiology, and costs, why has there
not been an attempt to rectify these issues before starting a new ASCT with the same managment?
What will be different In the purposed ASCT that does not exist today?

Both Blessing and QMG are important employers in the Quincy region. They both provide quality
healthcare. The best the CON could do Is to put on "hold' the new propesal and require these two
organizations to sit down and work out thelr differences with the consumer in mind.

Thank you for your consideration.

Resp ly,

Laura Kent Donahue
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ts. Courtney R, Avery

Administrator

lllincis Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Niinols
Oear Ms. Avery:

| am lennifer Ericson and { am a Blessing Hospita! Pharmacy Technician. | have worked at Blessing Hospital
for aver 3 years. | oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quingy, IL,

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11" and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide éxcellent service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly, Taking the revenue
generated from a non-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which witl harm the community. The money will leave the cammunity and will
especially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be last at Blessing Hospital
by adding anather surgery center. This will lead to additional unnecessary healtheare expenses.

t respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration.

lendifer Ericson, PhT
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1/31/2019

Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administeator

IHinois Health Facilities and Seérvices Review Board
525 West lefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, iL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in
Quincy, lllinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

} am Kara Mote and | am a Blessing Hospital Clinical Pharmacist. | have worked at Blessing
Hospital for aver 7 years. | oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, IL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already
works with QMG at the current surgery center at 11™ and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL.
Blessing and QMG have worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the
current surgery center. The current surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding
another surgery center does nat make sense. The money generated from the current surgery
center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue generated from a non-far-profit
organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less community support,
which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will especially harm
behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital by
adding another surgery center. This will lead to additionat unnecessary healthcare expenses.

1 respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application
18-042. Thark you far your consideration.

Sincerely

Dy, ma W) YOt Plhayh-D

Dr. Kara Mote, Pharm.D,
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery SEF AGES Ty ;:HPD
Administrator
lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2" Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

January 25, 2019

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

As an employee of Blessing Hospital, | strenuously OPPOSE Quinty Medical Group’s Surgery Center
proposal for the following reasons:

* it is a duplication of services

s |t will be damaging to the community benefit programs and services curtently offered by Blessing
Health System

o It will result in significant job loss at Blessing Health System, the area’s largest employer

*  The community deserves cooperation between Blessing Health System and Quincy Medical Group

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 by
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfilly,

Tracv Ste g %—f’b
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery H 7 =,3 oHTTe e
Administrator SERIACES REWS ggh
Hlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761
Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, iliinais

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Amy St. Clair, {am a Registered Nurse with Blessing Hospital. | work in Palmyra, Missouri at a
rural health clinic in Outpatient Care Coordination. | am writing to you in regards to Quincy Medical
Group’s proposal for a second surgery center in Quincy. | am adamantly opposed to the approval of the
CON because of the deep impact on safety net services provided by Blessing Health System. 1 have
educated myself well on the topic of this proposal. While Quincy Medical Group has indicated adding a
second surgery center would benefit the community, please look deep to the real truth.

| have worked in the tri State area as a hurse for over 20 years. | have been employed by Blessing Health
System for the last two years, On a daily basis, | have been impressed with the care, compassion, and
giving nature of Blessing Health System. Through my role in Care Coardination, | work with patients who
would easily be lost in the healthcare system. Those patients with limited income, difficulty understanding
medical terms, those with lack of resources, lack of community connections, lack of a safety net. These
are the members of our communities who will be injured by approval of this proposal. These are the
patients Quincy Medical Group does not want to serve. Blessing continually gives back to the community
through safety net services. My job is a safety net seevice. On 2 regular basis, Quincy Medical Group
refuses to accept patients with Medicaid, old outstanding bills, or & history of missed appointments or
non-adherence. There are so many reasons patients fall into these categories but these same patients
deserve our time and attention. These same patients deserve good, quality healthcare and are being
served by Blessing Health System while being turned away by Quincy Medical Group. What happens to
these vulnerable individuals if they also lose safety net services through Blessing? Please take a deep look
at these issues before a decision is made. Approval of this proposal hurts our community. It hurts my
family.

1 would love to see Quincy Medical Group continue to partner with Blessing Health Svstém tn positive
ways. The existing surgery center is already a win-win for both entities and our community.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042/
" Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

ﬁ&m/ J&L&? 2o Fod Clny,

Amy St. Clair RN CCM
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery HEMTL FAnyg o
Administrator SERVIGES R0 BOLRD
tHinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West lefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

lam Brandon Williams and 1 am a Blessing Hospital Pharmacist. | have worked at Blessing Hospital for over
B years. | oppose the CON 18-042, OMG surgery center in Quincy, IL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11% and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Biessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the current surgery center. Thé current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the currént surgery center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue
generated from a non-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will
especially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital
by adding another surgery center. This witl lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

t respectfuily ask that the Health Facilities and Servites Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration. :

Sincerely

Dr. Brandon Williams, Pharm.D.
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Fipor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in
Quincy, Hlinois '

Dear Ms. Avery:

I am Ryan Mote and 1 am a Blessing Homecare Physical Therapist Assistant. | have worked at
Blessing Hospital for aver 10 years. | oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, IL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already
works with QMG at the current surgery center at 11*" and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL.
Blessing and QMG have worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the
current surgery center. The current surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding
another surgery center does not make sense. The money generated from the current surgery
center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue generated from a non-for-profit
organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less community support,
which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will especially harm
behavipral health care and. trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital by
adding another surgery center, This will lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application
18-042. Thank you for your consideration.

Yy 4A=C

Smcerety

Ryan Mote
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery January 25, 2019 ﬁ.}x}f'il'gf{ CL
Administrator AR
illinois Mealth Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2 Floor

Springfield, IL 827631

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinais
Dear Ms. Avery:

i am opposed to the above referenced CON. | am a practicing family physician and medical staff member
at Blessing Hospital. | have practiced in Quincy for 24.5 years. | have served on the medical executive
committee and have been the secretary/treasurer, vice-president and president of the medical staff, |
have served as a Blessing Hospital Board member for 14 years including previously serving as the first
physician chairman of the Biessing Hospital Board. | have an active teaching role in the family medicine
residency program supported by Blessing Hospital,

Quincy is a great community. Quincy is fortunate to have the services of many excellent health
professionals, who, along with Blessing Hospital, have positioned this community and Blessing Hospital as
aregional referral center with many programs of excellence. When | came to Quincy, | was impressed by
the cooperation and shared passion for patient care that physicians associated with Quincy Medical Group
(QMG}) and non-OMG physicians demonstrated. Though many years later and with some changes to the
health care landscape, that cooperation and shared passion exists, This cooperation can be demonstrated
by the ownership and management of the present ambulatory surgery center, both QMG and non-GMG
providers sharing in educating medical learners, and combined call schedules for surgery, trauma,
intensivist, cardiac interventional and other service lines. The successful functioning of health services
and learner education in Quincy requires cooperation and both QMG and Blessing Hospital succeeding.

The QMG Surgery center would result in duplication of services and jeopardize that cooperative nature
for healthcare and education, k respectfully ask that the Health Facilities Services Review Board deny CON
18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

—Z %/ 2Vl 10

Thomas H. Miller, MD
Family Physician Blessing Hospital
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Ms, Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

lllinois Realth Facitities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2" Flgor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Illinois
Dear Ms.-Avery:

My name is Tracy Prow, | am employed at Blessing Physician Services in the Qutpatient Behavioral Health
department as a Licensed Behavioral Health Therapist. | have worked within the Blessing Health System
for seventeeri years and feel blessed to be a part of this organization. | am writing to express my objection
to the proposed creation of a Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center.

The QMG proposal is a duplication of services. Blessing and QMG already offer an outpatient surgery
center on the QMG campus. Blessing owns the service and QMG manages it. This has been a successful
arrangement for more than 10 years now. Blessing would have no role in the proposed center. Much of
the revenue Blessing generates from outpatient surgery is used to fulfill its not-for-profit mission of
providing Safety Net services to the region. These Safety Net services include behavioral health care and
trauma care.

Additionally, UnityPoint, Quincy Medical Group's Des Moines, lowa-based business pariner, would be &
40 percent owner of the proposed surgery center! Therefore, a portion of the profits from the proposed
center will leave the Quincy area, there will be a loss of jobs, loss of income, loss of community pride.
Quincy does not need to be sending money out of the region.

It is the best interest for Blessing and QMG to cantinue cooperation in the delivery of key services. 1t has
been successful with the current outpatient surgery center and with the Cancer Center. Blessing wants to
continuc working with QMG, not be put in a position to work against them in improving the health of our
communities. We are neighbors. We can continue 1o work ogether SHARING knowledge, staff, and
resources for the benefit of all of us.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON apgplitation 18-042 [or
instead mention by name Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center). Thank you for your consideratlon.}

Respectfully,

i 9’1[’-”3"\“__‘ L e
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4anuary 18, 2019

Courtney R, Avery, Administrator P =
llinois Health Facilities and Service Review Board S trelel oL
525 West jefferson, 2 Floor T
Springfield, IL 62761

RE: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, IL
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Jessica Dalheim, | am Information Systems Supervisor with the Blessing Health System. |
moved to Quincy five years ago from Springfield, Hlinois to work for Blessing Health System.

| am asking that the committee please deny the CON 18-042 on the basis of saving our community and
keeping the dollars local. This community is not big enough to sustain another Cath Lab and Surgery
Center. Health Care is a unique industry where competition does NOT save the consumer, instead
splitting the same number of patients will cost the consumer more to pay for services.

My Brother in Law recently used the Blessing Cath Lab to have IVC filter placed. The staff is wonderful,
and the security | felt knowing my Brother in Law was getting this pracedure done in the hospital was
reassuring. To know if something unexpected happens a team is here at the hospital to respond within
seconds that would save his life was comforting in our time of stress. It would not be comforting
knowing that he would have to take an expensive ambulance ride 1o the hospital to save his life.

Finally, | understand that 40% of the purposed Surgery Center and Cath Lab would be owned by Unity
Point in lowa. This would be detrimental to our community to have 40% of these dollars leave our smalt
community and our state. Blessing Health System has a comrmunity benefit of $62million, and Unity
Point does not have that commitment to our city or state.

Therefore, | respectfully ask the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-
042, to save the citizens of Quincy and keep the dollars in the great state of lllinois.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jessica Dalheim
924 Rim Road
Quincy, IL 62305

Jessica.dalheim@atl.net
217-891-3484
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Ms Courtney R. Avery ‘
Administrator e - o
{linoig Health Facilities and Services Review Board ML e
§25 West Jefferson 2nd Floor 8L el g
R S K PRI U T

Springfield, IL 2701
RE: Opposition to CON 18-042 Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery.

1 am the Information Security Officer for Blessing Health System overseeing our Cybersecurity
program. { have been with the organization and a resident of Quincy for over 10 years. During that
time, | have had the privilege to support patient care for our organization and understand the
healthcare business. My wife and | have four children and have been patients for both Blessing and
Quincy Medical Group. |am highly opposed to the proposed surgery center by Quincy Medical Group
for multiple reasons.

In my twenty two years in the Information Technology field, my healthcare costs have steadily risen
each and every year. As our family has grown, we have experienced broken banes, sore throats and
also more serious health conditions. For my wife and |, healthcare costs are an important part of our
family budget and something we watch carefully to be good stewards of our family resources.

As a business-minded technology professional, | see this new surgery center driving up the cost of
healthcare in Quincy. This would be a burden for my family, but | can see this having catastrophic
impact for other folks in our community having more significant medical conditions and/or those less
well-off financially. Utilization of Blessing Surgery facilities is under 50% leaving considerable
capacity in several existing facilities. in a highly regulated industry, | appreciate how many fixed costs
there are to operate services and this duplication of services will ultimately drive up costs for all.
Quincy Medical Group owned a surgery center in the early 2000's and was not successfulin operating
this business before it was sold to Blessing Hospital. | feelthat the issues with existing facilities that
Quincy Medical Group cites can be resolved without the construction of new facilities. Further,| see
this new Surgery Center having downstream impact Blessing’s ability to support safety net services
offered for victims of assaults, mental health services, and much more.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042
for the Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center for the reasons mentioned above. Thank you for taking
the time to read my letter and for your corisideration,

Respectfully,

s

Todd R Haverstock
Quincy, thinois
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January 30, 2019

Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

Hliinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2 Floor

Springfield, It 62761

Dear Ms. Avery:

I am a resident of Quincy, il and an employee of Blessing Hospital, As a concerned citizen and employee,
tam opposed to Quincy Medical Group opening a surgery center in the Quincy Mali.

I work as a receptionist at the Blessing Health Center and register a vast number of patients that get
Financial Assistance through the Blessing organization. Ma ny of our patients are on the Medical Ca rd. |
am afraid that if Blessing gets revenue cut by these added services in our community, they will no tonger
be able to provide for the immense number of:patients in our Tri State area that have received care at
minimal or no cost. In addition, 1 am concerned about job loss, duplication of services and the quality of
care that people in our community deserve and have come to expect,

In closing, | respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board dery Quincy Medical
Group Surgery Center. i feel ail of our residents in the Tri-State area will be better served by us working
together rather than dividing into two different teams. Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,

o ke

Joanne Holzgrafe
2527 Country Club Dr N
Quincy, IL 623012



Betty Starman T “TRe mre
PO Box 303 Lo L0y L)

Mendon, 1L 62351
FEB 11 2019

Hn—nnm B P‘"ﬂ_'?“‘@ {’

Sz BOARD

January 29, 2018

Ms. Courtney R. Avery, Administrator

illinols Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2" Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Outpatient Surgery Center in Quincy, [llinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

i am Betty Starman, a resident of Adams County and an employee of Blessing Hospital. | am stating my opposition to
the above-referenced CON project. ‘

1. Duplication of Services: The addition of another outpatient surgery center in Quincy would be a duplication of
services. There is no indication that the patient population will increase or that there will be additional services
offered to the patient population; this means that this would place a hardship on the outpatient surgery now
in existence as welf as the proposed additional outpatient surgery center. The numbers show that only one of
them would survive the economics of the region.

2. Community Benefit Programs: QMG and Blessing Hospital have worked together for the past 10-plus years for
the patients of this region. Much of the revenue generated from this business venture goes directly into the
patient population of the area that cannot afford healthcare. If this were to go away, the region would suffer
greatly by the loss of benefits. This year Blessing contributed more than 63 million dollars to the health of the
community. Blessing is the only provider in the region who offers these critical services. Among the patient
population who receives these services, a significant portion of the money goes to the delivery of inpatient
behavioral medicine and trauma care. In essence, Unity Point, who is a 40% owner of the lowa based business,
would receive a significant amount of the profits, which means these monies that would essentially go to the
poor in the area would leave the Quincy area.

3. Job Loss: Blessing woutd have to account for the loss of revenue that comes from the surgery center now in
operation. The numbers show that these jobs would be lost entirely and not moved 1o the new outpatient
surgery center, This amounts to a lot of revenue gone from the area,

4. Cooperation: There has been cooperation between QMG and Blessing Hospital up to how. It is in the
surrounding communities’ best interest for the continuation of these needed services made through a
concerted effort by each of the as they have been in the past. Blessing has been and will continue to be willing
and eager to work beside QMG.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 for the Quincy
Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration,

Respectfutly,
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery I L
Administrator Sl LSS LoD
fliinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761
Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Ulinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

As an employee of Blessing Hospital, | strenuously GPPOSE Quincy Medical Group's Surgery Center
proposal for the following reasons:

e [tisa duplication of services

s [t will be damaging ta the community benefit programs and services currently offered by Blessing
Health System

o It will result in significant job loss at Biessing Health System, the area’s largest employer

« The community deserves cooperation between Biessing Health System and Quincy Medical Group

I respectfully ask that the Health Facifities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 by
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration,

Respectfully,

;4% Mot



January 30, 2018

Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

Hlinois Health Facilities and Services Review 8oard
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 627561

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, ltlinais
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Debbie Caspermeyer. | am a Patient Financial Representative at Blessing Hospital. Working
with insurance companies and patients on atcounts where patients have had a procedure performed at
the Surgery Center is one aspect of the scope of my position. | am fervently opposed to CON 18-042.

There are several reasons for my opposition. First, QMG and 8lessing have been working together
successfully over the past 10 years at the current surgery center on the QMG campus. The QMG proposal
is a duplication of services, and a second surgery center is not needed. Second, via the revenue Blessing
generates from outpatient surgery is used to fulfill its not-for-profit mission including behaviorat health,
trauma care, and to assist the uninsured. Inpatient insurance reimbursement does not provide adequate
support for these services. Finally, opening a second surgery center would cause significant joh loss at
Blessing caused by the loss of a significant portion of its outpatient surgery business. This would be an
economic detriment to the community,

Quincy deserves to have Blessing and Quincy Medical Group continue cooperation in the delivery of key
services with the current surgery center on the QMG campus, and with the Cancer Center.
| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review 8oard deny CON application 18-042, the -

proposed Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Debtre Canpar meger

Debbie Caspermeyer
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery SLIDEE “m,__‘ Lot
Administrator

Hinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2 Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Ilinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

I am Carley. Simmons and i am a Blessing Hospital Lead Pharmacy Technician |1. | have worked at Blessing
Hospital for over 4 years. | appose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, iL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11 and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue
generated from a non-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will
especially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital
by adding another surgery center. This will lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses,

t respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042, Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely

Y.
L

Carley Simmons
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Hllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Hlinois
Dear Ms. Avery;
My name is Mark R. Lichty. | am a registered pharmacist. Through Blessing Hospital | have humbly and
joyfully served the pharmaceutical healthcare needs of the Quincy community for 30 years. i firmly oppose
the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, IL predicated upon a high probability of disruption of the
delicate healthcare equilibria in the Quincy region based on the fallowing rationale:

Duplication of services. A second outpatient surgery center is simply not required.

Substantial loss of revenues to the Safety Net and Community Benefit programs and services when
outpatient surgery revenues are directed to a for profit entity.

Employment instability.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your.consideration.

Sincerely

Mark RSkt

Mark R, Lichty R.Ph:



3 ST e

._' ,_,-_'i-',l,:.r?
January 31, 2018 atmlg L=t L

FEB 11 z19

Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

linois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield. IL. 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Ms Avery:

i am an occupational therapist at Blessing Hospital and have been employed full time with the organization
since 2006 when | graduated with my Master's Degree in QOccupational Therapy. | oppose the proposal for
Quincy Medical Group to open and operate their own surgery center in Quincy, IL. There are many reasons
why opening another surgery center in Quincy, IL would not benefit the communities that Blessing
Mospital and Quincy Medical group serve.

The main concern | have is the job loss and revenue loss for Blessing Hospital that the Hospital uses for
the benefit of our small rural communities. The hospital provides many services to patients and
communities members that they cannot afford and is not fully financially supported by the state. Those
programs include {but are not limited to) our inpatient and cutpatient psychiatric services, trauma care,
community outreach clinics, community programs, and education programs (SIU medical student
residents, Blessing Reiman College of Nursing and Blessing Radiclogy Technician schoal). If Blessing
Hospital loses the revenue from the surgery center, jobs will be lost and so will our programs. This would
be devastating to our community and the communities we serve because residents would be forced to
travel hours away for the services. This could lead to a gap in medical services provided for our residents
of Northeast Missouri, West Central lllinois, and Southeast lowa. Quincy Medical Group is not wanting to
own and operate their new surgery center to reduce the cost to their patients, but they are wanting their
own surgery center for more profits for their physicians. This small rural community cannot withstand
putting profits before patients,

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities Services Revie Board deny CON application 18-042 or also know
as the new Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
(allee oS, onett, CBIS

Amanda MeGee MS, OTR/L, CBIS
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

Hinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, Il 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

I am Tim Kincaid and | am a Blessing Hospital Pharmacist. | have worked at Blessing Hospital for 14 years.
| oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, IL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11" and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue
generated from a nan-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will
especially harm behavioral heaith care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital
by adding another surgery center. This will lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

| think adding a surgery center at Quincy Malt is a safety risk for patients. | have witnessed gang like
activity including fights during a Halloween event at the Quincy Mall.

Pharmacy verifies all orders for the current surgery center, and makes eye dilution solution for cataracts
surgery. 1didn’t hear anything about how pharmacy would be included into another surgery center. (f
pharmacy isn't checking on allergies and doses that would be anather unnecessary risk to patients safety.

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely

g M

Tim Kincaid, Rph.
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Nlinois Heaith Facilities and Services Review Board SERMIGES Ra 2 2l

525 West Jefferson 2™ Floor
Springhield, IL 62761

RE: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, llinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name Is julie Gibbs and [ am an employee at Blessing Physician Services, | have been with Blessing for 14
years. 1 am not only an employee but have used the current surgery center on numerous occasions, and have
used both Blessing Physicians as well at Quincy Medical Group Physiclans, always having a great experience. 1
see nio reason to duplicate what we already have. Blessing and QMG already have a Surgery Center and Cancer
Center that is a success. | am opposed to CON 18-042 for scveral reasons.

1 like the fact that 1 know where 1'am going, and 1 do not have twoe different lacations to worry about getting
too. 1 like the fact that we are a TEAM right now and feel like we work very well together to accommadate all
of Quincy and surrounding areas, and have been for ten years now. | am very concerned that this would
definitely take revenue away from projects that Biessing uses the funds for called (Safety net services) for
such as behavioral health, they help the uninsured, Medicaid, and other populations that need financial help,
Blessing is the only one in the region offering these services. Insurance does not offer enough financial help
for these services and they are strangly needed in our area. Opening a second surgery center in this area
would result in loss to these programs and would hurt many people who need this help. Aiso as a non-profit
organization, we provide financial support to Blessing-Rieman College of nursing and 5{U Family medicine
Residency Programs; we also have Charity Care, which is a charitable program for those in need of hiealthcare,
even if they cannot pay.

Unity Point, Quincy Medical Group's Des Moines, lowa partner would be a forty percent partner and take
revenue cut of the area,

Opening a second surgery center would cost people their jobs approximately four hundred people would lose
their jobs.

What | feel isin the best interest of the community to continue to work as a TEAM for the best healthcare for
all of our patients. It has been working wonderfully for ten years. We at Blessing would like to continue
working together as a TEAM not to have to work against each other that is not in the patient’s best interest.

1 very respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny Con 18-042, Quincy Medical
Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

'y Ao ek

Julie Gibls
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Administrator

Hlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West lefferson, 2" Floor

Springfield, iL 62761

Re: Opgosition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Hiincis
Dear Ms. Avery:

} am writing in regards to the above-mentioned CON. i am stforigly against this and am writing to express my
concerns. 1not only will feel the impact as a member of this community but also as an employee of Blessing Health
Systern.

Some of the reasons that | am concerned and opposing this CON are due to duplication of services, damage or even
lgss of community benefit programs and safety nets, job loss and the impact this would have on our collabarative
efforts for this community. The duplication of services is a large concern because we are not utilizing our current
surgery center at a volume that supports the addition of a second surgery center in our region. Blessing and QMG
already offer an outpatient center, located on the QMG campus and this has been a successful arrangement for over
10 years. This duplication of services is not needed and will negatively affect our cammunity and our heaith system
as a whole. This will also decrease, or worse yet...eliminate, many of the Safety Net and Community Based programs
we are able 1o support with the revenue from the current arrangement. Many of the programs funded by those
dollars would be a huge loss to our community if we were unable te continuve our support of those pragrams. One
example is mental health services. Patients wowld have to travel for care to larger cities making it inconvenient ang
a huge loss. We serve many vulnerable populations with these funds and | cannot imagine stepping backwards and
having those services unfunded and what a huge impact this would have on our community. It states in the CON
that QMG is 40 % owned by UnityPoint out of Des Maines lowa. Therefare, @ portion of the profits from this
proposed center would be removed from our community and sent to lowa. We also need to address the loss of jobs
this will result in. Due to items previously stated {duplication and loss of funding for programs), there will be need
to be cuts. If we can no longer fund services that are not profitable, we will be forced to eliminate those programs,
Blessing will be impacted by the loss of up to 400 jobs, 12 percent of the employee body. This will alse have a trickle
down affect on our community when unemployment rates increase as a result of this center. Lastly, | would like to
state thatl our community deserves the coaperation of Blessing and QMG. Because of my roll at Blessing, | am aware
that we are always looking for ways ta collaborate. We have been successful with our arrangement for the current
surgery center as well as other services such as the cancer center. [t is vital that both organizations continue to wark
together for the betterment of our community.

! respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042, The negative
impacts to the community | call home are far too great.  Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

h{{lon‘;ca Maple
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery s HTLTV ADILITIES g
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Administrator SRVREES JBOPRD

liinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2™ Fioor

Springfield, IL 62761
Re: Oppaosition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medicat Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Mis. Avery:

As an employee of Blessing Hospital, | strenuously OPPOSE Quincy Medical Group’s Surgery Center
proposal for the following reasons:

& Itis a duplication of services
It will be damaging to the community benefit programs and services currently offered by Blessing
Health Systemn
It will result in significant job loss at Blessing Health System, the area’s largest employer
The community deserves cooperation between Blessing Health System and Quincy Medical Group

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 by
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

spectfully,

Ashlay Juilfs
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator |
lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2 Fioor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, Hlinois
Dear Ms. Avery;

My name is Melinda Kerns-juarez | am an employee of Blessing Health System of almost two years, |
strenuously OPPOSE Quincy Medical Group’s Surgery Center proposal,

| oppose the proposal due to its being a duplication of services; it will take away contributions to the
community that is funded by the Blessing Health System. The new Center would result in a significant
amount of loss in jobs for the City and surrounding areas. The community, in genersl, deserves
cooperation and patient care between Blessing Heaith System and Quincy Medical Group.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 by
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you far your consideration.

Respectfully,

Mhdotser s - Juarrr

Melinda Kerns-Juare;z
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Administrator

Winois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2" Floor

Springfield, 1L 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy; linois
Dear Ms. Avery:

1 am Emilee Pryor and | am a Blessing Hospital Pharmacy Technician. | oppose the CON 1B8-042, QMG
surgery center in Quincy, IL,

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11" and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together aver 10 years to provide excellent service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly. Taking the revenue
generated from a non-for-profit arganization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result In less
community support, which will harm the community. The money will leave the community and will
especially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital
by adding another surgery center. This will lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

i respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely

Emilee Pryor

gt
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January 30, 2019

Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

lllinois Health Facilities & Services Review Board
525 West leffersan, 2™ Floor

Springfield, lllinois 62761

RE: OPPOSITION TG CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Guincy llinois
Dear Ms. Avery,

My name is Cindy Smith and | am a 31 year seasoned nurse. | currently work as a Registered Nurse for Blessing Physician Services
for a well established Colorectal Surgeon who currently uses the Surgery Center of Quincy. | also work per diem at the Surgery
Center of Quincy in the PACU on Fridays. |am also a former eleven year employee of the Quincy Medicat Group.

I can confidently say that as an office nurse who currently schedules, and from my past experience at QMG as an office nurse that
scheduled, | have always scheduled add on cases at the Surgery Center of Quincy with relative ease as ali the current OR rooms.
were not in use. This has been my past experience, and as of today, is still the current situation. In my role when { work in the
Surgery Center of Quincy in PACU, it has been that we are only utilizing half of the operating rooms. At the time of my
employment at QMG when the Surgery Center was built, they also left available space to expand if needed in the future. That
space is still an empty shell, The Surgery Center staff currently use it for overflow of equipment.

To say that there is not encugh surgery time or OR rooms available is simply not the case. As | have mentioned, there are rooms
not being utilized, and there is empty space for potential additional surgery center space to be made available if and when it was
necessary. | do want to add that even though the medical staff working in the surgery center are employed by Blessing Heathcare,
the Surgery Center is managed by Quincy Medical Group administration.

1 respectfully ask that the Health Faciiities & Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank you for your
consideration.

T

Cindy Smith, RN
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery
Administrator
IHinois Mealth Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2nd Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lHinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Dr. Andrew Duna. | am a Family Medicine Physician at Blessing Physician Scrviges. [ strongly oppose this
CON Project.

1 oppose this project for numerous reasons.

—This outpatient surgery center would be a duplication of services. The current surgery center in town is owned
by Blessing Hospital but all day to day operations and management is run by Quincy Medical Group. Current surgery and
procedures total just over 50% utilization. There is still tremendous room for growth in current utilization of the surgery
center. Quincy Medical Groups reasoning for inability 1o increase surgeries, namely ancsthesia time, is inaccurate.
Quincy Medical Group has never asked fo expand surgery hours prior (o this CON.

—Loss of Safety Net Services. With the potential loss of revenue that Blessing Hospital currently produces from
this surgery center, services such as inpatient mental health, trauma surgery could be impacted. Blessing Hospital is the
only Hospital with inpatient mental health treatment for within 100 miles.

~Quincy Medical Group building this outpatient surgery center is financially irresponsible. Current review of
finances as provided in the CON applicalion shows them to have about 2 million dollars in cash reserves. 1 million of that
would be out toward construction of the surgery center with the rest being debt, Addition of this debt to their debt already
on hand seems imesponsible. Especially with knowing they have failed once in owning their own surgery center,

T would also fike 1o bring it to this boards attention that Quincy Medical Group is also seemingly trying to build an
outpatient cancer treatment center at this location as well and they have expressed this thought in multiple news reports
with the most recent being the day of the CON public hearing meeting (News articles included). Included in this cancer
center would be radiation oncology treatment. Building this would require a linear acccleraior and the cost for this
medital cquipment alone would be at least 7 million dollars. These service, let alone cost of it is nowhere mentioned in
this CON application. This is a clear violation of the CON law and is an insight into how Quincy Medical Group as an
organization is ran,

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilitics and Services Review Board deny CON application for the Quincy Medical
Group Surgery Center. Thank you for vour consideration,

Sincerely

Dr. Andrew Dunn

27 Broadway, P.O. Box 5007, Quincy, IL 62305-5007
217-224-6423 www.blessinghealthsystem.org
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Ms. Courtney Avery, Administrator !:?3 RIS J r\j s D
illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor FEB 11 2019

Springfield, Il 62761
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Re: Opposition to CON 18-042 QMG Surgery Center, Quincy, lllinois SELLES LY LGED

Dear Ms. Avery,

My name is Nancy Campbell and | am employed as Bursar at Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing and
Health Sciences (BRCN). | write to YOu in strong opposition to proposed QMG project CON 18-042, Not
downplaying the enormous effects of the duplication of services and other resulting tonsequences, | am
focused on what | know, the damage it will bring to our College and our students. The estimated
revenue loss to Blessing Hospital of $25-41 million doltars would be devastating to our education
programs and to the future nurses, as well as health care professionals in our area, for decades to come,

In my role at BRCN we grant financial aid and manage the accounts of our Nursing, Respiratory Care,
HIM, Radiologic Technology and Medical Laboratory Technology students. In my 14 years at BRCN |
have seen ever-increasing costs of education, but what hasn't changed is Blessing Hospital’s long-
standing commitment to high quality education. Blessing Hospital provides a tremendous amount of
support to the College which includes substantia scholarship and grant funding, student loan
forgiveness programs, student worker grants, paid student internships, as well as funding for faculty
research, education and development, Their capital investments in our College, which has included
providing us with a state-of-the-art Simulation Center, are irreplaceable.

These resoutces are crucial to maintaining our high standards of education. We would have a very
different institution with much lower enrsliment and retention without this commitment. The majority
of our graduates remain in our area providing excellent care throughout our community as well-
educated, caring professionals. They are succeeding in many roles, often moving to leadership positions
and pursuing further education.

My strong hope is that Blessing Hospital and Quincy Medical Group can continue the partnership we
have had for many vears, and that we can put aside our differences and do what s best for our patients,
students, families, employees, and community. | respectfully ask You to recommend that we do the
same and to deny the appiication for the Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, '
Gimiy K Gttt
Nangv K. gmpbell 7’0/ '

Bursar-Student Accounts Representative
Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing and Health Sciences
ncampbell@bren.edu
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Administrator

lllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Sprinpfield, IL62761
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Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lilinais
Dear Ms. Avery:

t am Jessie Colvin and | 3m a Blessing Hospital Pharmacy Technician. | have worked at Blessing Hospital
for 1 year. | oppose the CON 18-042, QMG surgery center in Quincy, IL.

Adding another surgery center is duplication of resources because Blessing Hospital already works with
QMG at the current surgery center at 11" and Hampshire Street in Quincy, IL. Blessing and QMG have
worked together over 10 years to provide excellent service at the current surgery center. The current
surgery center is not operating at full capacity so adding another surgery center does not make sense. The
money generated from the current surgery center helps the community significantly, Taking the revenue
generated from a non-for-profit organization and giving it to a for-profit organization will result in less
community support, which will harm the cammunity. The money will leave the community and will
especially harm behavioral health care and trauma care. Hundreds of jobs will be lost at Blessing Hospital
by adding another surgery center. This will lead to additional unnecessary healthcare expenses.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042, Thank
you for your consideration.

Sincerely

——

Jessie Colvin
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

Hllinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West lefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Oppasition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinofs

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Dr. Timothi Beth and | am a family medicine physician employed by Blessing Physician Services,
a multispecialty group located in Quincy lllinois. I have been in this community for the last 24 years. | am
also on the Board of Trustees for Blessing Physician Services. | am writing you today to express my
opposition to the above referenced project.

There are several concerns i have regarding the CON:

1} Duplication of services. There are 2 locations currently available in Quincy to provide surgical
care. These inctude Blessing Hospital and an ASTC operated jointly by Blessing Hospital and
Quincy Medical Group (QMG). This facility is located on the campus of QMG and managed by
staff of Quincy Medical group. On page 57 and 58 of the CON, QMG states that the existing ASTC
drasticaily limits available surgical hours due to anesthesia hours. This is not accurate. In fact
testimony at the public hearing showed that capacity of this center is only around 52%. Also QMG
never approached either Blessing Hospital or the anesthesia group regarding their concerns or ta
request extended hours.

2) Lossof Safety Net: if a second ASTC is built Blessing could lose between $25-41 Million in revenue.
A portion of this revenue is used to operate the safety net services, specifically behavioral health
and trauma care. Blessing Hospital is the only facility in the area that provides these needed
services. There would also be the.potential to lose 400 jobs to this community. A devastating
blow to this community.

3) Potential {oss of programs: Blessing also provides significant support to the education of health
professionals including Southern lllinois University Family Residency program and the Blessing
Rieman College of nursing. Programs that could lose serious funding.

Blessing Health system has worked cooperatively with Quincy Medical Group for years and | believe it will
continue to do so regardless of the decisions made on this CON. | am however very concerned about the
ramifications it will have on this community if this CON is granted. Therefore | respectfuily ask that the
Kealth Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely
/”__ ;
Timothi J. Beth D.O.

927 Broadway « P.O. Box 5007 ¢ Quincy, IL 62305-3007 = (217) 224-6423
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Mis. Courtney R, Avery 80t VR ST
Administrator

{llinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lflinois

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Dr. Steven Ginos and | am a family medicine physician employed by Biessing Physician
Services, @2 multispecialty group located in Quincy lilinois. | have been in this community for the last 32

years, |

am writing you today to express my opposition to the above referenced project.

There are several concerns | have regarding the CON:

1)

2)

3)

Duplication of services. There are 2 locations currently svailable in Quincy to provide surgical
care. These include Blessing Hospital and an ASTC operated jointly by Blessing Hospital and
Quincy Medical Group {QMG). This facility is located on the campus of QMG and managed by
staff of Quincy Medical group. On page 57 and 58 of the CON, QMG states that the existing ASTC
drastically limits available surgical hours due to anesthesia hours. This is not accurate. In fact
testimony at the public hearing showed that capacity of this center is only around 52%. Also QMG
never approached either Blessing Hospital or the anesthesia group regarding their concerns or to
request extended hours.

Loss of Safety Net: If a second ASTC is built Blessing could lose between $25-41 Million in revenue.
A portion of this revenue is used to operate the safety net services, specifically behavioral health
and trauma care. Blessing Hospital is the only facility in the area that provides these needed
services. There would also be the potential to lose 400 jobs to this community. A devastating
blow to this community.

Potential loss of programs: Blessing also provides significant support to the education of health
professionals including Southern illingis University Family Residency program and the Blessing
Rieman College of nursing. Programs that could lose serious funding.

Blessing Health system has worked cooperatively with Quincy Medical Group for years and | believe it will
continue to do so regardless of the decisions made on this CON. | am however very cancerned about the

ramifica

tions it will have on this community if this CON is granted. Therefore | respectfully ask that the

Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerel

Y

Srieeld Wi,

Steven R. Ginos MD, CPE

[Name]
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_ Blessing Physician Services FI AT s @

927 Broadway St. Suite 120 Sl Gy s
Quincy IL 62305
January 25, 2019 FEB 11 2319

Ms. Courtney R. Avery, Administrator

Hlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, 1L 62761

Re: Oppasition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, llinols
Dear Ms. Avery:

! have practiced family medicine in Quincy for 40 years. | oppose CON 18-042 on the grounds of
unnecessary duplication of services and a threat to the provision of necessary services by Blessing Hospital
that will certainly be damaged by the proposed venture. This was well articulated at the fair hearing in
Quincy on 24January 2019,

There is a back story that must be considered: in aligning with Unity Point, the Quincy Medical Group
appears to have gained 2 large amount of cash in exchange for promising to deliver Blessing Health System
to the control of Unity Point, 2 promise which could not be kept. They now appear ta be attempting to
cripple BCS such that it will be forced to sell its control over to Unity Point. Thisis not in the best interests
of the community. It is incumbent upon the Health Facilities and Services Review Board to recognize such
nefarious schemes if they exist and to protect the populace from the anticipated harm.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 {for
the Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center). Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours

DA,

David W. Lockhart, M.D., CPE.
Dipiomate, ABFM/CAQHPM/CAQG
Medical Director, Blessing Hospice
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery e R
Administrator
Ilinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2 Floor
Springfield, IL 62761
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R R,

Re: QOpposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quingy, lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

As an employee of Blessing Hospital, | strenuously OPPOSE Quincy Medical Group’s Surgery Center
proposal for the following reasons:

It is a duplication of services
It will be damaging to the community benefit programs and services currently offered by Blessing
Health System
» It will result in significant job loss at Biessing Health System, the area’s largest employer
The community deserves cooperation between Blessing Health System and Quincy Medical Group

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042 by
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Angie Franks
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

{ilinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West lefferson, 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quiincy; inois

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Tanya Beth. ! live in Quincy, L and arn a volunteer at Blessing Hospital. Specifically, | volunteer
at the Quincy Hospitality House which provides affordable, temporary lodging for patients and their loved
ones accessing healthcare in Quincy. | am opposed to the request from the Quincy Medical Group {QMG)
for a new surgery center.

My reasons for my opposition are as follows:

1.

A second surgery center in Quincy, ILis not needed. My understanding is that the current surgery
center only operates at around 50% capacity. By working together with Blessing Hospital and the
anesthesia group, QMG can utilize the current surgery center to its fullest capacity. Since QMG
manages the surgery center, why was this not tried. QMG reached out to neither Blessing Hospital
or the anesthesia group.

By allowing a new surgery center to be built, a total of 400 jobs may be lost. These are trained
healthcare professionals. Atatime when we are desperate for mare nurses and techs nationwide,
why would we put any out of work. It makes no sense.

We deserve cooperation as a community. What is best for our community is for both entities to
work together. | do not believe this has happened. QMG has not tried to work with Blessing
Hospital. Giving an ultimatum does not equate to working together. Both groups will need to
negotiate.

Quincy Medical Group has failed in the past. | realize past failure does not guarantee future failure,
However, QMG’s financial standing and the heavy debt they will take on to complete this project
is concerning. I'm not sure they are financially ready to make this viable, Also, their growth
numbers seem high. Have they perhaps inflated their numbers to make a new surgery center
seam warranted? Qur community is not growing.

i respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny the Quincy Medical Group
Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Bt
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Administrator FEB 11 2019

Hiinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board MEALT!. FACILITISS &
JICES REVIZY BOA
525 West tefferson, 2™ floor SERJICES OARD

Springfield, 1. 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Becky Albert and | am the Quincy Hospitality House Coordinator, in Quincy, Hlinois.
The Quincy Hospitality House provides lodging for anyone seeking medical care in Quiney, IL.
We serve the patients and their families from all the doctors and medical facilities in our area.

| oppose the proposed CON 18-042,

The financial statements made by Quincy Medical Group at the public hearing do not show
concern for our community. In my opinion, it looks as i Unity Point Is trying to set up the
Quincy Medical Group to fail financially. If there was a concern for the community, Quincy
Medical Group would be building a new building and then own the build, instead of a multi-
milion dollar lease with its revenue leaving this community. Ownership of a building is more
beneficial for the community long term. In addition, the CON is presenting “facts” that are
contrary to the productivity by the current Surgery Center of Quincy. The facts are that the
current location is not being used to its full capacity. Moving it and separating from Blessing
Health System, will not encourage growth. The surgeons who work at the Surgery Center of
Quincy are putting their practices at risk and that is not good for our community. If QMG and
Blessing could work together, they would be stronger together. In the end, the most severe
detriment to our community would be causing the doctors to leave the area because of a failed
venture. There is no other way to say it; this would be very bad for our community that already
has a financially stable, community based Health System. This venture is an unnecessary
duplication of services,

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application
18-042 the Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
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January 29, 2019

Ms. Courtney R. Avery
Administrator
Hlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board

323 West Jefferson, 2nd Floor
Springfield IL 62761

Re.: Opposition to CON [

Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Grelinda E. Amante and ] work as a Nurse Anesthefist ar Quincy Anesthesia Associates. We
provide anesthesia services fo Blessing Hospital's various facilities. 1 would like to add my voice to Opposing
CON [8-042, OMG s proposal to creafe another Surgery Center in Quincy Illinois.

My opposition is based on the following grounds:

1. The proposed surgery center is a duplication of services as QMG and Blessing already has a surgery
center that QMG runs and Blessing owns.

2. The existing surgery cenler already has the tried and tested professional working relationships and
systems that provide good service to the community and I am a witness to that.

3. As 1o the issue of facility fees which seems 1o be the sticking point between Blessing and QMG, I have
confidence that both managements can get together to work out a deal that is satisfactory to both entities
instead of this proposal that is filled with so many unknowns.

Sincerely,

et

Grelinda E. Amante BSN, CAN 4

Adjet
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lanuary 25, 2019

Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2" Flaor

Springfietd, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medica! Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lilinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Carla Dugal. My family and | have lived in the beautiful town of Quincy for the past 28 years.
| strongly oppose the above referenced CON project,

{ oppose this CON project because profit from the new Surgery Center would not go back into our
community, and 40% of the profit would not even stay in lllinois. Instead, the Quincy Medical Group
{QMG) and its partner, Unity Point based in iowa, would gain the profits. Currently, Blessing uses revenya
fram the current surgery center and puts that money back into cur community to provide services such
as financial assistance to those who are uninsured or under-insured. What an awful shame to take this
potential money away from the needy in our community and give it to an organization to increase their
wealth! | also oppese this CON project as it would result in jobs lost in our community,

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank
you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Cocde Bep 2

Carla Dugal
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Ms. Courtney R, Avery

Administrator

Hlinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2 Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois
Dear Ms. Avery:

My name is Nicholas Dugal. | have been raised in the town of Quincy, IL ever since | was a small child. |
love this community and only want to see what is best for the community in the short and long term. |
strongly oppose the above referenced CON project.

| oppose this CON project as | feel that it has the potential to hurt both healthcare organizations in my
community. With the current demand for the surgery services in Quincy and the duplication of the same
services | am afraid that it has the potential to uitimately end the offering of the service in my community.
Sometimes when 2 places offer the same thing, neither one survives when if there was only 1 they could
make it. | am, also, concerned with money moving outside of my community. While Quincy Medical Group
{who's partial owner is the lowa Health Systemn) says no monies would be going to lowa, as a part owner
of a for profit organization there is no way to prevent that from happening. Lastly, Blessing Health System
has given back to this community on @ much greater scale than Quincy Medical Group. Blessing Healthy
System gave over $7,000,000 back to the community, while Quincy Medical Group gave less than $45,000,
This means Quincy Medical Group gave less than 1% of what Blessing did, this shows to me who is more
concerned with helping my community and who is looking to make a profit for their investors.

§ respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042. Thank

you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Nicholas Dugal
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery

Administrator

inois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson, 2*¢ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761

Re: Opposition to CON 18-042, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quingy, lilinols

Dear Vs, Avery:

My name is Latisha Politte, | have been a Registered Nurse in the Quincy, IL community for the past 16
years, | have occupied both direct patient care and administrative roles during this time. | am writing you
as a healthcare provider to express my opposition to the aforementioned Quincy Medical Group
certificate of need request.

I am advocating for the many patients that do not have the knowledge or understanding to grasp how

politics, specifically competitive politics, in smaller communities can negatively impact their healthcare
options. | am strongly opposed to the Quincy Medical Group surgical center due to the expected
competition that it will most certainly bring. This agenda would further distant any hopes of collaboration
and unity with the community’s 2 jargest healthcare providers.

I respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-042,Thank
you kindly for your attention and consideration.

Sincerely,

ol '

Latisha Politte
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Ms. Courtney R. Avery FEB £ 1 7919
Administrator e S

~ \ilinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson 2™ Floor

Springfield, IL 62761
Re: Opposition to CON 18-D42, Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quincy, lllinois

Dear Ms. Avery.

My name is Lucas Friye and { work at Hilbing Auto Body in Quincy, litinois. My connection to this
project is that | live in Quincy, Ilinais and my wife works for Blessing Hospital. | oppose Con 18-042,
Quincy Medical Group Surgery Center in Quiricy, lllinois.

| have lived in Quincy, Ilinois my entire life. | believe that having two surgery centers in Quincy
will not be beneficial to Quincy. Implementing 2 second surgery center for Quincy will be the cost of
jobs, money that stays within our community, and possible loss of the Behavioral Center at Blessing
hospital. The surgery department of Blessing helps to supplement money that goes into the Blessing
Behaviorat center so that Quincy can have a center. Mental illness is something that is only been on the
rise and it will affect our area if this is lost. Individuals will have to travel hundreds of miles in order to be
treated. Biessing hospital is a not- for- profit organization that donates millions of dollars into our
community. Quincy Medical Group is a for- profit organization that is affiliated with Unity point and if
the surgery center goes through a portion of their money will funnel outside of Quincy instead of staying
in our community. It is not econornically sound to have more than one surgery center in Quincy lllinois
with our population, :

| respectfully ask that the Health Facilities and Services Review Board deny CON application 18-
042. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely

doesd by

Lucas Friye
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